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Board of  Trustees 

President: 
          Bruce Farmer 
VP Vocations: 
          Donna Rueby 
          Sandie Taylor.  
VP Membership: 
          Lisa Field 
VP Programs/Hospitality: 
          Meris Bridger / 
          Diddy Muck 
VP Communications: 
          Jane Doherty 
Treasurer: 

 Tony Benvegnu 
Secretary: 
          Jim Stevens 
Chaplain: 

Father Felix Osasona 
Past President: 
          Mark Halleck 
Trustees: 
         Melia Reed   

Charlie Garland 
    Arlane Sponaugle 

Shalom Rep:   
          Doug Reed 
Newsletter:  
          Melia Reed 

Meetings: 
4th Monday of  the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass, 

Humble, TX 
6:30 Social, 7:00 Dinner

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston
Sts. Martha. Mary & Lazarus, St. Philip the Apostle, St. Leo the Great, St. Mary Magdalene, St. John of the Cross, St. Dominic 

SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS

• Friday,  June 1 - Memorial of  Mary, Mother of  the Church 
• Saturday, June 4 - Presbyteral Ordination, 10:00 a.m., Co-Cathedral 
• Sunday,  June 5 - Pentecost,  Ends Easter Season, Begins Ordinary Time 
• Monday,  June 6 - Solemnity of  Corpus Christi 
• Friday,  June 10 - Holy Hour of  Exposition & Benediction for Vocations,  

following the 8:30 a.m. Mass, St. Martha 
• Saturday,  June 11 - Solemnity of  the Sacred Heart of  Jesus 
• Tuesday,  June 14 - Holy Hour of  Exposition and Benediction for Vocations, 

following the 7:00 pm Mass, St. Martha’s 
• Thursday,  June 23 - Solemnity of  the Nativity of  St. John the Baptist 
• Monday,  June 27 - Serra Monthly Meeting  
• Thursday,  July 14 - New Seminarian Parent Dinner at St. Mary’s Seminary 

NOTE:  Beginning in June we will return to meet on the 4th Monday of  the 
month. 

June is the Month of the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus 

Truly present in the Holy Eucharist 
I place my Trust in You
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A WORD FROM OUR CHAPLAIN, FATHER FELIX 

Father Felix

Corpus Chris* Procession & St. John the Bap*st 

Sunday, June 19th is the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and  
Blood of Jesus also known as Corpus Chris*. St. Mary Magdalene  
parish will hold a Corpus Chris* procession aCer the 5pm Mass  
that day. This will be a visible way of honoring the real presence  
of Jesus Christ in the Eucharist, the Sacrament of his Body and  

Blood. The bread that has become the Body of Christ and the  wine that has become the Blood of 
Christ living and true, is the same Jesus who walked on the waters, who fed the hungry, who healed 
the sick, who died on the cross and rose again from the dead. When we receive him in the Eucharist, 
we are urged to speak to him as a friend and adore him as Lord.  

The Eucharist is closely linked with the priesthood. It is a blessing that the archdiocese has three new 
priests ordained on June 4th. We pray for our newly ordained priests: Fr. Luis Garcia, Fr. Christopher 
Myers, and Fr. Jacob Ramirez. We thank God for answering our prayers for voca*ons in our 
archdiocese and we con*nue to pray for more. Thank you to all Serrans who supported the newly 
ordained with their prayers, words of encouragement and in other ways.   

The birth of John the Bap*st was mysterious. His parents were advanced in age, but God surprised 
them with the giC of a child. Zechariah doubted that God would give him a child in his old age. He 
was struck dumb and remained dumb un*l the child was born. John focused not on material things 
but on things of God. He was simple and humble. He described himself as the “voice of one crying 
out in the desert make straight the way of the Lord” (John 1:23). In his humility he did not think 
himself worthy to un*e the strap of the sandals of Jesus. He pointed Jesus out to his disciples, 
describing Jesus as the Lamb of God (John 1:29). John the Bap*st faded into the background aCer 
showing his disciples that Jesus is the Lamb of God saying: “He must increase while I decrease.” He  
     spoke the truth to everyone, the simple, the proud, the weak, and  
     the powerful. He was and defended the truth even when he knew  
     it would cost him his life. We can all learn how to be true prophets  
     and disciples of Jesus from St. John the Bap*st who was the bridge 
     between the Old Testament prophets and the Messiah. The Church 
     usually celebrates the birthday of  John the Bap*st on June 24th,  
     but it is moved to June 23rd this year because June 24th falls on  
     Friday and is the Solemnity of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. As we  
     celebrate the Solemnity of the birthday of St. John the Bap*st, let  
     us be reminded of his simplicity, humility, and fearless defense of  
     the truth. 
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A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

Bruce

When I look back over the last year, while I was President Elect, I quickly learned how 
many people it takes to keep our Serra Club functioning and continuing to be 
successful. I thank all our members who continue to support our club which helps Serra 
to support vocations to the Priesthood and religious life. 
On our recent visit to the Vocations Office at the Chancery, we got to meet the staff and 
learn how they are working to promote vocations. I want to share their Vision and 
Mission, which is framed on the office wall. 

“The Office of Vocational Discernment” 

 Our Vision: With God’s help and in collaboration with others, the Office of Vocational  
 Discernment longs to see all men and women in the Archdiocese discern their vocation in life.  
 Our Mission: We are developing a system, primarily parish-based, that fosters: Holy  
 Seminarians who are men of communion, men of discernment, and men of God; Expert  
 Discerners who are finding God’s voice; Spirited Volunteers who are on fire for vocations  
 ministry; and Unreserved Men and Women who are considering their vocations with open  
 hearts. As an office of the Cardinal, our priority is to serve men discerning a vocation to  
 the diocesan priesthood here in Galveston-Houston, along with serving women and men  
 discerning consecrated and religious life and those discerning marriage. 

After a wonderful day and lunch with Father Richard and staff, I realized our Serra club 
is the Spirited Volunteers who are on fire for vocations ministry. During the next year I 
pray our club can be the hands and feet of Jesus in our parishes to help with this vitally 
important ministry. May we follow the words of Pope Francis: “Where there is life and 
fervor, and a desire to bring Christ to others, genuine vocations spring up.”

Serrans and 
Vocational 
Discernment Staff 
shared lunch together 
at Pappas BBQ. 



4

MONTHLY MEETING 

We say thank you and farewell to 
out-going board members, Mark 
Halleck, Gary Estess, Bob 
Sponaugle.  

Bruce Farmer, President; Meris 
Bridger, Programs; and Tony 
Benvegnu, Treasurer were sworn in 
by Cardinal DiNardo at the annual 
District 10 Mass and Installation 
Dinner on May 21.  
Jim Stevens, Secretary; and Diddy 
Muck, Hospitality graciously agreed 
to a second term. 
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In our first enrichment trip since before covid, 21 Serrans and Fr. Wayne 
carpooled to the Archdiocesan Office of Vocations. After a brief welcome 
and introduction of new staff members, Fr. Richard McNeillie and Joelma 

ENRICHMENT TRIP 

We saw the stained glass window from 
the old cathedral which was restored by members of our club and 
mounted in a lighted frame built by Robin Rueby.  
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NEWS 

Two of the three newly ordained transitional deacons. J. Serrato, 
of St. John of the Cross and Zachary Muldrow, who spent his 
pastoral year at St. Martha. Not pictured is Deacon Matthew 

Each received a gift of 
the Holy Spirit in the 
Chancery’s chapel in 
the form of a floating 
inspirational flower. 

Jane Doherty and Lisa Fields, 
members of the team who 
“adopted” deacon J. Serrato, 
celebrated this very special 
day with him.
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NEWS 

In recognition of the end of 
Seminarian David’s pastoral year at 
St. Martha, President Mark provided 
smoked brisket on behalf of the 
Serra Club. 

On April 29, 42 members of St. 
Martha’s Dilatasti Cor Meum (You 
Enlarge My Heart) youth group 
sponsored by Fr. Wayne met at 
the Berkovsky’s house for dinner 
and a talk about “Dominican 

Fr. Wayne is in need of 
contributions from people with a 
passion for supporting vocations 
in our parishes. If you would like 
to help with Fr. Angelino and Fr. 
Applegate’s thank you stipend, 
please contact Fr. Wayne. 
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IN SORROW AND IN HOPE 

Sandra J. Kidd
Sandra J. Kidd, 68, of Splendora, 
TX died at 10:44 a.m. Tuesday, May 17, 
2022 at HCA Houston Healthcare 
Kingwood Hospital. She was born August 
8, 1953, along with her triplet sisters at 
Wood County Hospital in Bowling Green 
to John & Mary Phillips.  
On August 17, 1973 she married Daniel 
A. Kidd.

Sandi and Dan were blessed with one son, Russell (Nicole) and one 
grandson, Andrew of Marysville, Michigan. She particularly enjoyed her 
daily FaceTime chats with her grandson Andrew who was the apple of her 
eye. 
After graduating from college, Sandi worked for 32 years as a medical 
office assistant until she retired in 2006. Her love and passion for others 
was reflected in her retirement activities. 
 Sandi loved making unique jewelry called “No Two Alike”, as all of 
her pieces were one of a kind. She made them mostly as gifts for family 
and friends. Later, she did the same thing with wreaths. 
 Sandi volunteered at a women’s treatment center in Houston where 
she taught classes to the residents in the skills of making bracelets, 
necklaces, and earrings to help raise their self-esteem. She was a 
dedicated volunteer at Shalom Center. 
 Sandi’s funeral Mass will be at 10:30 a.m. Friday, June 3, 2022, at 
Saint Michael’s Catholic Church in Kalida, Ohio with Fr. Mark Hoying 
and Sandi’s nephew, Fr. David Kidd, officiating. Burial will follow in the 
church cemetery. Visitation will be Thursday, June 2 from 2:00 - 8:00 
p.m. at the Love Funeral Home in Ottawa, Ohio. 
Memorial contributions can be made to Putnam County Right to Life, 
another special cause for Sandi, and to St. Michael’s Church. 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston will greatly miss Sandi. Let us 
all join together to pray for her soul. 
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  June Birthdays  

1 - Jane Doherty  
1 - Dcn. Carlon Walters 
2 - Donna Rueby 
4 - Dcn. Gary Yepsen  
8 - Sr. Noemí Lara, CMST 
9 - Kathy Farmer 
11 - John Ehlig 
18 - Peggy Rittenhouse 
19 - Robin Rueby 
20 - Bishop Italo Dell’Oro 
23 - DeeAnna Garland 
24 - Phil Applegate

Serra NE of Houston News

Pray for: 
• The souls of  the children and adults 

killed in Uvalde and for their families 
and community. 

• The end of  the war in Ukraine and 
for an international commitment to 
the care of  the refugees.

June Ordination Anniversaries  
2 - Dcn. James Meshell 
3 - Fr. Michael Applegate 
5 - Fr. Wayne Ly 
6 - Fr. Richard McNeillie 
6 - Fr. David Angelino 
24 - Fr. Felix Osasona, MSP

Archdiocese News 


“Praying with St. Mary’s” 
is a brand new program from 
St. Mary’s Seminary 
community. Join them in the 
upcoming Novena for the 
Feast of Corpus Christi, June 
10-18.  

For further details, see the 
Flocknote sent by Jane 

You can sign-up by visiting: www.archgh.org/praying. 

https://email-mg.flocknote.com/c/eJwVzTkOwyAUANHTmNKCv0BcUKTJPdhBwSZClqzcPo401TQvWqMQDIlmQQJIBq0YEfSKSaHxJkeOSBvLhWTuI7yPcaY1jF1UyyoReMzeEHFCqYlClpzM5h5asxfd1vP8LPhc4HV3XdfqZqilrmOWe3ym-7ajiGn31JubKUVGiTdVdtf6n_kB8Wgvcw
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S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, 
through the intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, 
an increase of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through 

the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. 
Amen. 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

DID YOU KNOW? 
The liturgical season of  Ordinary 
Time which begins after Pentecost 
Sunday, is represented by the color 
green. This symbol of  hope is the 

color of  the sprouting seed and 
arouses in the faithful the hope of  a 

glorious resurrection.  

June 13 - St Anthony 
Called the Wonder Worker because of  the 
numerous miracles attributed to him while 
he was living and since his death. He is one 
of  the most popular saints in the Catholic 
Church and is implored as the patron of  lost 
things and a hundred other causes. He was a 
preacher and theologian and was declared a 
doctor of  the Church by Pope Pius XIII.  

For more information about Serra Northeast of  Houston, please contact President, Bruce Farmer, bruce1farm@aol.com. 

To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information please contact, Melia Reed, meliareed5303@gmail.com. 
Please do not hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check the following websites by clicking the links 
https://serraus.org            https://serra10.com 

	 	 Pope Francis’ Intentions for June -  

	 	       The beauty of marriage 

Let us pray for young people who are 
preparing for marriage with the support 
of  a Christian community: may they 
grow in love, with generosity, faithfulness 
and patience. 

https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com

	June 13 - St Anthony

